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Length of the Tests 

SAT ACT
Reading 65 Minutes (52 Questions) 35 Minutes (40 Questions)

English 35 Minutes (44 Questions) 45 Minutes (75 Questions)

Math 80 Minutes (*58 Questions) 60 Minutes (60 Questions)

Science N/A 35 Minutes (**40 Questions)

Total 3 Hours (154 Questions)
2 Hours 55 Minutes                              

(215 Questions) 

Essay (Optional) 50 Minutes 40 Minutes

Average Time Per Question 1 Minute 10 Seconds 49 Seconds

*SAT Math section has 58 total questions (45 multiple choice and 13 free response questions)
All ACT Math Questions are multiple choice

**ACT Science section tests critical thinking skills NOT specific scientific material



Scoring

SAT ACT
Graded on a scale of 400 – 1600 

(Optional) Essay 2 – 8
Graded on a scale of 1 – 36

(Optional Essay) 2 - 12

SAT: The SAT grading puts more emphasis on logic and reasoning than it does content. This favors 
those with a preference of English/ Reading. The test is primarily divided between the Reading/ 
English section, which is worth 800 points and the Math portion which is also worth 800 points. 

ACT: The ACT is more content driven and favors those with a preference for Math. Each section of the 
ACT will be graded 1 – 36 and the final score is the average of all 4 sections. 



ACT to SAT Conversion
ACT SAT SAT RANGE

36 1590 1570 - 1600

35 1540 1530 - 1560

34 1500 1490 - 1520

33 1460 1450 - 1480

32 1430 1420 - 1440

31 1400 1390 - 1410

30 1370 1360 - 1380

29 1340 1330 - 1350

28 1310 1300 - 1320

27 1280 1260 - 1290

26 1240 1230 - 1250

25 1210 1200 - 1220

24 1180 1160 - 1190

23 1140 1130 - 1150

ACT SAT SAT RANGE

22 1110 1100 - 1120

21 1080 1060 - 1090

20 1040 1030 - 1050

19 1010 990 - 1020

18 970 960 - 980

17 930 920 - 950

16 890 880 - 910

15 850 830 - 870

14 800 780 - 820

13 760 730 - 770

12 710 690 - 720

11 670 650 - 680

10 630 620 - 640

9 590 590 - 610

*Conversion data obtained from: https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-SAT-Concordance-Tables.pdf



How to 
Pick?

1. Start with a Pre-Test
• Take both the ACT and SAT pre-tests to see which you feel more 

comfortable with and which one you score better on

2. Evaluate your Pre-Test
• Neither test is easier than the other so there is no “easy” choice. You want 

to focus your time and resources towards the test you will do best at. Your 
pre-tests will be your best bet to give you a feel for which test will suit you 
better.

3. Math or English Preference
• Math and English are both present and dominant on each of the tests; 

though some data suggests that English focused students do better on the 
SAT and Math focused students do better on the ACT. 

4. Pacing
• The ACT is a slightly shorter test (by 5 minutes) but has more questions on 

it so you will have less time to work on each problem. 

5. Content vs Reasoning
• The ACT has more questions that need to be solved quicker, however, 

these questions are content based (studying and remembering certain 
facts), whereas the SAT has less questions but emphasizes reasoning. 

6. Calculator 
• The SAT allows you to use a calculator for some Math problems and the 

ACT allows you to use a calculator for all Math problems. 



Should I 
take the 
optional 
Essay? 

1. Are you a strong writer?
• If yes, then you should absolutely complete the optional essay portion of 

either exam, regardless of whether your desired school requires it or not.

2. Do you struggle with your writing?
• If you struggle as a writer, you will need to take other factors into 

consideration prior to taking the essay. If the college you want to go to 
requires the essay, you should consider our SAT or ACT Prep Course to 
prepare you. 

3. Do the schools you want to go to require it?
• Not all schools require the written exam portion of either the ACT or SAT. 

However, a strong essay on the exam can give you a competitive edge over 
students with similar SAT/ACT scores that did not take the optional essay.

4. Are there any advantages to taking the essay?
• Yes, especially if you are a strong writer as it provides more data for 

competitive colleges to evaluate you on. 
• Its also better to have the essay completed in case you change your mind 

about which schools you want to attend only to discover that their 
admissions department requires the essay. 

5. Are there any disadvantages to taking the essay? 
• The essay portion costs an extra ~ $15 or so but this fee could be covered 

under the fee waiver (see next section). Otherwise, the only disadvantage 
would be if you performed poorly on the essay. We recommend taking a 
practice test with the essay portion if you are unsure of how you will do. If 
you perform poorly on the practice test or are not confident, take a test 
prep course. 



Is there 
anything 

else I 
need to 
know? ? 

1. How much do the tests cost?
• Both the SAT and ACT are about $50 with the optional essay costing 

between $15 - $20 more. Pricing and fees change so see the SAT and ACT 
respective sites for exact pricing. 

2. What if I cannot afford the test fees?
• Some schools are able to cover the costs of the exams for their students 

however, this is not necessarily the norm. If your school does not cover the
fees, there are fee waivers available for both the SAT and ACT. 

• SAT Fee Waiver: https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/fees/fee-waivers

• ACT Fee Waiver: https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/FeeWaiver.pdf

3. When and where will the tests take place? 
• Both tests are typically offered 7 times per year. Testing locations vary but 

check the SAT and ACT websites for updated testing times and locations.

4. When should I consider taking the SAT or ACT?
• College applications are extremely competitive, so it is strongly 

recommended that you take your test during your Junior year of 
Highschool. If you do poorly the first time around, you can take the test 
again, but you will want to do so as soon as possible. If you wait until 
Spring of your senior year, it will likely be too late for the schools to receive 
your scores before they consider admissions. 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/fees/fee-waivers
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/FeeWaiver.pdf


MathMobile 
Tutorials 

Test Prep 
Courses 

MathMobile offer Test Prep Courses for the PSAT, SAT, and 
the ACT: MathMobile has over 15 years of experience with 
1 on 1 instruction and preparing students for the SAT and 
ACT with tremendous results. Our instructors are some of 
the greatest in the world and will do everything in their 
power to make sure you get the score you want! 

PSAT - 60 Hours of Preparation (30 Hours of one-on-one 
instruction + 30 Hours of lab work)                              $1,995

SAT & ACT - 80 Hours of Preparation (40 Hours of one-on-
one instruction + 40 Hours of lab work)                      $2,995

*Discounts and payment plans available.

MathMobile Tutorials 
5360 N Mesa St #5E, El Paso, TX 79912

info@mathmobile.org
(915)-585-6284

www.mathmobile.org

mailto:info@mathmobile.org
http://www.mathmobile.org/

